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This Is a song that was sung by Tracy Chapman purposely to criticize negligence of duty amongleaders, the public, or at the individual level? She is, therefore, advocating unison among peopleso that any personal challenge can easily be solved by pulling the efforts of many people together. In the first stanza, she starts by asking a rhetorical question, "why do the babies starve”. Babies here refers to those people who do not have abilities to cater to their needs, but they live, feed, dress, and drink at the mercies of others. A clear picture of social status comes out in this song; for example, we have those people who are extremely poor and who live below the poverty line this is the people who are referred to as babies and needs someone to take care of them.
 We still have the second group, which is composed of the rich; these are the people who run the state. They are in charge of almost everything in the nation. This is evident through the following song sentiments “Why when there’re so many of us," still we do realize that the artist still belongs to the upper class and which is responsible for taking care of the people in the lower level. 
  In the second stanza, she talks about insecurity back at the villages, and the most affected people are the ladies who are at home taking care of the children. In this stanza, she talks about missiles, which are made for killing, and yet their role seems to have changed, but according to a few individuals who think about the interchanging of parts. Missiles here symbolizes those poor people who cannot even feed them selfs in a single night, and people have blinded their eyes and expecting that this person will cater to their basic needs. As a result of this scenario, those poor people have developed a different tactic to eat and drink, and all those are acquired through stealing with violence hence leading to insecurity. 
 In the third stanza, she talks about changes in norms or changes on expectations; for example, she says instead of people to show love, they hate one another. At the end of that stanza, she ends by saying that somebody is going to answer as to why this was not right. In a light not, she recognizes the role of another supernatural being who is above all human nature, and he has more authority than any other creature. Lastly, she talks about people who at one time, will remove what is blinding them, and that is the time they will demand to be explained as to why somethings were not done right.
Tracy has applied different technics in ensuring that the attention of the audience is captured so that the message in the song can sink directly to their mind. For example, she has used ethos, and this means that the author will make statements and which will affirm to the audience that the writer is absolutely sure of what he is talking about .from the song we have this example "Why when there're so many of us”moreover the author uses logos which is an efficient way to the audience so that they can understand what the author is talking about finally he also employs patrons which incorporates the author's emotions in delivering his message.
Lastly, there are some stylistic devices which have been employed for example we have rhyming words at the beginning of most stanza where “w” is used as at the beginning of every sentences, rhetorical questions among other devices
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Why: montage
An excellent montage of images set to ‘Why?’

Why do the babies starve
When there’s enough food to feed the world
Why when there’re so many of us
Are there people still alone

Why are the missiles called peace keepers
When they’re aimed to kill
Why is a woman still not safe 
When she’s in her home

Love is hate
War is peace
No is yes
And we’re all free

But somebody’s gonna have to answer
The time is coming soon

Amidst all these questions and contradictions
There’re some who seek the truth

But somebody’s gonna have to answer
The time is coming soon
When the blind remove their blinders
And the sp eechless speak the truth
